HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
the jaglrdar, he woke up to the danger, sprang like a
wounded beast, and brought the disgrace of a runaway
on the honour of his house. On hearing the attack of the
French and the flight of his son, Saff Shikan Khan hurried
thither with the available troops, and in the darkness of the
night pitched his tents near the camp of the French, who seized
the opportunity, fell upon him and scattered his confounded
forces. Saff Shikan Khan ran away as his son did. The French
occupied the fort. The mind of the good Nawwab Wazir was
confounded with the successive reverses, the loss of the two
forts, and the defeat of the father and the son. The Nawwab
desired to march in person for the purpose of shattering the
vessel of pride of the enemy. But the conspirators were there
again to prevent any good work, and they did not like the fulfil-
ment of the Wazlr's desire. They submitted: "This is not the
proper time for your highness to march in person to punish
the enemy; for,
(1)   the army is not   in good spirits owing   to the   long
journey;
(2)   the rainy season is fast approaching;
(3)   the French have gained strength as they have received
reinforcements from their different ports; and
(4)  the bad repute  of   your  highness  meeting   face   to
face  these  low   men,   will   spread  throughout   the land   and
reach  as far  as Shajahanabad.    The proper course  becoming
your   power and dignity  will  be   to  depute   two    intelligent
sardars  at  the head of  a  strong    and  experienced  army  to
accomplish the work in the two places, which will  easily settle
the affair/'
In brief, according to their advice, Talimast Khan, the
Turk, an able sardar holding a mansab from the Padshah
was despatched to Chingleput. Our Hazrat-i-Ala was chosen
to settle the affairs of the fort of Tiruvati. Accordingly the
two sardars marched with their forces to their respective places
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